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Re: Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) 

 

Dear Parent, 

Year 12 students have made a strong start to the year and are settling into the Sixth Form and their courses well. 

I am writing to update and inform you about the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) that we offer to all 

students with GCSE English and Maths. As this is a relatively recent introduction to the range of courses students 

take at A level you may not be aware of all that this entails. We launched an introduction to the course to 

students during period 5 on Tuesday 18th September and as such I felt it timely to write to you with some 

information regarding this. 

What is EPQ? 

EPQ is a standalone qualification worth half of an A level. It is taken as an independent research project and 

students are responsible for ensuring that they are making progress with their work. Each student selects the 

topic to be researched from an area of personal interest outside of their main field of study and as such the 

range of EPQ titles is extraordinarily diverse. The EPQ itself may be an artefact accompanied by a 1000+ word 

supporting document or a 5000 word research project. It comprises three assessed elements: a production log, 

the project itself and a formal presentation.  

Why take EPQ? 

It is a widely recognised qualification and is worth up to 28 UCAS points. Since A level reform the qualification is 

growing hugely in popularity; it provides a competitive edge for Sixth Form students leaving school to enter a 

competitive marketplace. All universities (and this includes those in the Russell Group) as well as an increasing 

number of employers view the project in a positive light for a number of reasons: 

 It is student driven and demonstrates initiative and independence  

 It develops key skills:  

 Research  Referencing 

 Time management  ICT and project management 

 Critical analysis  Presenting 

 Reflection and evaluation  

 

 Good EPQ projects require the ability to research and synthesise ideas  

 Projects take students beyond the confines of subjects and deepens their understanding 

We are seeing an increasing number of universities make reduced offers for students who have completed a 

high quality EPQ as well as those who use it to make decisions regarding borderline applicants (Southampton, 

Birmingham, Manchester, Bath etc). 

How is it delivered and how is progress monitored? 

The course is very much a student-driven endeavour and is supervised by staff rather than taught. Students 

attend 2 supervised EPQ sessions per cycle in Year 12 and Year 13. During these sessions the development of 

students’ projects is monitored and guidance is given. Because the production of the project is an on-going 

process throughout 1-2 years and because of the nature of the supervisor role, there is limited scope for an 

accurate assessment of the likely grade students may achieve until the final submission. However, we will be 

able to provide regular updates on students’ progress throughout this period, not least via Progress Grades. It is 
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difficult to estimate current and end of course grades for EPQ, and as such we would emphasise the effort grade 

as an indication of how students are faring.  

Because of the independent nature of the EPQ it is important that students take responsibility for keeping on 

track with their projects although detailed feedback specific to the mark scheme will be given following the pre-

submission draft of the project. 

Who will answer my questions? 

Students begin the course with the planning phase of their project. In the weeks ahead they should arrive at a 

clear idea of what their project will entail, how to move their ideas forward, the problems they are likely to 

encounter and how to overcome them.  

In our experience it is the most highly motivated and independent students who get the most out of EPQ. 

Furthermore, those with higher prior attainment often fare better with the demands of the course. An 

alternative non-qualification programme is available for students not taking EPQ.  

If you have any questions about the EPQ, alternative programme or the progress your son/daughter is making 

please do not hesitate to contact me by phone on 01258 472642 or email 4179gk@mysnhs.net.   

Kind regards, 

 

Gideon King 

Head of Sixth Form 
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